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Cormittes, comnosed of former members
of congregation.

Doate of mBrection

Begun in 1795, finished in 1790.

Feesent Concition

Fair,Kept in gquite good revair.

¥umber of Stories

QOne siory.

Materials of Censtrucltion

FPlain briek building, with twe vporches

tin roof, mederan, plain, sguare-penel-

ied doors and casings, windows shuttered,
Partition in center o¢f interior, io sep-
arate men's from women's side, 1is of wood.

nistorical Material assenmbled by:

¥Mr, Fetterman, of Berwick, Pennsylvania



FHE FRIZESLS &

illville, Columbia County, Pennsylveania

The erection of the first leeting Howuse of the Figh-
ing Creek Socieiy of Friends was vegun in 1795, and comnleted
in 17956, ZFrew a cony of tpe actuzl mwinutes of thne meetings
nf tne Society, it iz Iound that the firet mecting wes held
in this first nerranent twildian. erecied for that 2urncse
en July 2%, 1796,

Tne land unon which this firet building was erected
contoined anmnroximstely two ecres sitvated ir & zrove oxn
the easterly eé;r of tre town of NVillville. The langd vas
canveyed Lo tne Society of Tuskevs Ly sn indeniture made
the 28th day of Auvsust, 1764 Ly Jonn Zves, ihe elder, a
miller of tne Townohin of Fishing Creex, County of Forth-
umberlané, snc¢ John Kester, Thomas Eves, Prul XKester, and
Jesse Halnes, Trustees of the Society of Friends of Fishing
Cregk Townshiwn. Tt waes nmade for a terrm of 299 years and
for the snie nnd only use, benefit, snd behoof of & religsious
society of veonle called Qutkers, gsmecinlly such of them ss
resided or night lster reside in or near tre Township of
Fisning Creek, ané to wnd for such uwees, interesvs, ond
-urtoses as the ronthly Yeeting of szild society. & yearly
rent o one vmenpercorn is due the 28th doy of the 8trn month
in each resnegtive yevr skhouwld the swme be lawiunlly demands
ed., This land wae nTosably part of the laanc warraanted to
¥illiew and Llizabein wmel¥ean with fthelr warrant to tne site of
tne twon of illville in 170G.

Ire oxiginal Society of Friends of Fishing Creek Lownship
the ilrst 1ella10us sody in order of time in the township,
had been granted an incdulgence of holdinyg services at
Killville by the Zxeter (Berks County) monthly meeting,
Fromw & cony of the actuwal minutes of meetinzs neld by the
Fishing Creek Friends it 1s found that the -illvilie Society
chanzed treir nawe to the Fishing Creek Lonthly Xeeting of
friends held =2t ¥illville ag early as 1830, but this nzme
was not sccented by the Puniladelnhiia Lusrterly until 1856,

‘S

The nrisinel meeting house had & partition in the cen-
ter te forn individual =laces of worskip for the men and
romen of the society and¢ in 1798, two years sfter completion,

we find Tlizaveth Bvec giving instruction teo the children of
the vicinity in one end of the wuilding, thus beginning the
oldest school in the township.
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n 1845, the »nresent meeting house waos erected on the
te wnd, from the minutes, the cost revorted on Decenber
Ehi, vz $1250.00, work not comnleted. ihe carpenters
were John %, EFves, Wilson Y, Zves, Fenjamin ¥. Eves, and
Urian ¥iller. The tvwo center wogts wele turned Ly Amos
K. ZFezcoclit in the ¥illville Vagon Torxs of Charles ¥ves,
manofgcturer of wogon =narts. John Bigoett and his brother
James were the wlasterers, The bvuilding, made of brick is
about 40x70 feet and is built similar to 211 pnlain brick
edifaces of uéker uscye of iLhe nineteenth cesitury. 0(a one
side is a Juakel burying ground. ‘inere are itwo vorches on
ine wresent bullding. The maln porck has slender, graceful
columns, suvporting the rooi, which is c¢f tin, and is modern.
Tnere are snutters on all the windovws on all sidss of the
tuillding, doors and casing are vlain and sguure panelled,
A% you enter, you are immnrescsed with the =lsin, old-fashioned,
unpainted woodwork of the interiocr, Jdhe stralght backed pews
are unpsinted, made from smooth but unselected lumber. The
interior is divided into two sectione, by & partition, vart
of which is made of wnlain wooden paznels that zre movalle
and thus making the assendbly all orne., fThe one room has been
used by the women for business reetings while the men had
their meeting. fThe same room heg been used for funerals.,
The main room as you enter, is the nlace where regular, week-
ly meeting ere held, 7ZThis hze two wooden pillare, also un-
vainted, about 12" in diameter, turned, excent the to: and
bottom, They have deev checks from age and the dryness of

the interior,

Two common "egz" stoves pive heat to the worshipners.
One norition of the pews nave heen set aside for the minister
and the elders, wshile the regt ig for the membership, The
floor is now carpneted wilth ingrain carvet.

In the burying gZround, most of the persons turied are
the descendznts of John ¥Bves who bad twelve sons., 4 Carlisie
Indisn student is buried here zloc.

Since 1795, it does not avpesr that the Fishing Creek
Friends have deviated frowm azn established regularity in
théir anpointments for religious services. These appointments
hzve been zittended and supported during this period by suc-
cessive seneraticns of the Tamilies by whom they were bdegun,
4 record of this character, unbroken for almost = century and
a half cannot e claimed by any other religsious organization
in iris wart of the State of Pennsylvaenia,
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